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was no French-born subject who could have con-
tinued Richelieu's foreign policy with the success
of Mazarin. Despite the weaknesses of his charac-
ter, the Italian was a diplomat of extraordinary
ability; the treaties of Westphalia and the Pyrenees
were the triumphs of his policy, and they crowned
the work of Richelieu. Louis XJII. yielded to the
Cardinal's judgment after jKisjieajEn, as heTliad in
hisHfifetime,'. Threej^anjj^                              a

French citizen, he was the prime minister of France.

The interference of France in Italian politics was
only one chapter of the long struggle against Spain
and the Emperor, and it produced no important re-
sults. Mazarin himself was perhaps the most valu-
able acquisition the French made in Italy; but in
another field, where there was an "opportunity for
important and permanent advantage, Richelieu
pursued with unwearied persistence the object in
view.

The great and populous province of Lorraine lay
next to French soil; it furnished a shield against
German invasion, and Richelieu followed the estab-
lished lines of French policy in his endeavours to
bring this territory under French control. The
acquisition of Lorraine by France occupied almost
two centuries, and the slow process of absorption
was in curious contrast to the rapidity with which
it was wrested from France by Prussia.

In the long and varied history of the province, its
relations had in turn been intimate with the Empire
and with the French kingdom, but for a century
before the days of Richelieu, although Lorraineiis sagacity in his farewell counsel"TKeree, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
